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Jewish Solidarity in Times of War
Quick Instruction Sheet

Before beginning the activity, hang or spread around the room the
14 posters included here, each presenting a different example of
Jewish solidarity during the “Swords of Iron” war. You may play
background music and arrange the space in a way that encourages
movement, curiosity, and reflection.

Open the session with a brief framing introduction, sharing your
perspective on the ideas of “Jewish solidarity” and “Jewish
Peoplehood” in the current moment. Then invite participants to
explore the posters freely and at their own pace.

Once participants have had a chance to browse all the posters,
divide them into small groups. Ideally, form groups that include
both Israelis and non-Israelis. Each group receives one poster and
is invited to read the texts together and discuss the guiding
questions that accompany it.

If time permits, encourage participants to scan the QR codes on
the posters and watch the related videos. You may also rotate the
posters between groups to increase exposure to a wider range of
stories and perspectives.

Conclude the activity with a plenary discussion, inviting
participants to share insights, emotions, and questions that
emerged in the group work. Encourage an open and thoughtful
conversation about the meaning of Jewish solidarity in times of
war and how the relationship between Israel and world Jewry is
expressed during this period.

Scan the QR code to access the full educational activity guide.
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Solidarity Missions to Israel

During the October 7 War, more than 500 solidarity missions from
the global Jewish community came to Israel to show support. These
missions included private groups as well as delegations organized by
major Jewish institutions — such as the Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA), the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), the World
Zionist Organization (WZ0), and others. Donors, rabbis, educators,
influencers, and countless individuals chose to dedicate their time
and resources to come to Israel during the war, sending a powerful
message of unity and solidarity.

During their visits, they met with affected communities, spoke with
families in Hostages Square, toured the site of the Nova music
festival, and held numerous meetings. They expressed support,
stood with Israelis, and volunteered in various initiatives. The
stories they heard and the things they witnessed allowed them to
return home carrying Israel’s story with them.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think people chose to travel to Israel during the war?

2. What kind of impact do you imagine these trips had on the
participants?

3. How do you think these visits affected the Israelis they came to
support?

4. Do you think missions like this have helped strengthen the connection
between Jews in Israel and Jews around the world? In what ways?

5. In the video linked by the QR code, the comedian Modi talks about
the idea of being “on a mission.” What does this mean to you? Can
you imagine yourself signing up for a mission like this?

6. Imagine a major crisis in a Jewish community somewhere in the
world. What do you think your reaction would be? Would you feel
connected? Compelled to act?
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Messages of Solidarity

During the October 7 War, as part of the “Messages of
Solidarity” project, thousands of letters of support and
encouragement were sent to Israelis by Jewish students
around the world, along with families and communities from
places like Paris to Toronto. These messages, sent to soldiers,
evacuees, teachers, and students, were a simple yet powerful
expression of support, love, and unity. All the blessings,
drawings, and notes shared one core message: Am Yisrael Chai
— The Jewish People Live.

Similarly, the “Hand in Hand” initiative, led by the Ministry of
Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism, together with
United, and AMI, invited thousands of Jewish students around
the world to exchange letters and drawings of solidarity,
showing support for one another.

Discussion Questions

What do you think the value of this project is?

How do you imagine the letter writers feel?

How does the person receiving the letter feel?

What messages would you include in letters like these?

Should messages of solidarity come only from Jews around the
world to Israel, or also from Israel to Jewish communities
around the world?

6. Task — Scan the QR code and explore the "handprint" drawings
and messages created by Jewish children from around the
world. What messages stand out in these drawings? Do you
notice a common theme, and if so, what is it?
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World Jewry for the Hostages

Hundreds of Jewish communities around the world took
action to support the crucial mission of bringing the hostages
home. Jews worldwide organized community events, public
speeches, initiatives, and projects, raising awareness in their
own countries and contributing to the critical effort to bring
the hostages back to their families.

In many countries, these efforts helped politicians, social
leaders, and public figures become more aware of the issue
and take a stand. These activities, which echoed the global
Jewish campaign to free the "Prisoners of Zion" (Jews in the
former Soviet Union), remind us that we are one people.

Discussion Questions

1. Many Jewish communities around the world held a "March for
the Return of the Hostages" every Sunday. Did you know about
this? How does that make you feel?

2. What do you think motivated Jews around the world to support
this cause?

3. Do you think there is any risk in participating in events like
these? What might the consequences be for Jews outside of
Israel who choose to attend them?

4. "And your children shall return to their own borders" (Jeremiah
31:16) — Is the redemption of captives only a Jewish value, or
also a universal one? How can this value be put into action in
real life?
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Lone Soldiers in the IDF

Every year, around 3,000 young volunteers from Jewish
communities around the world choose to serve in the IDF —
they are known as ‘Lone Soldiers’. They leave their families
behind and come to Israel to fulfill their dream of joining the
IDF. These soldiers take on military service while facing major
challenges, including language barriers, cultural differences,
and financial and emotional strain, and their dedication
inspires the people around them.

Some of them are children of Israeli parents living abroad who
want to continue their parents' path. During the war, Israeli
families stepped up to support Lone Soldiers by providing care
packages, assistance, and invitations for holiday celebrations
and Shabbat dinners. For hundreds of these soldiers, this
became a meaningful embrace from the Israeli public,
welcoming those who came from abroad to serve and defend
the country.

Discussion Questions

1. Do you know a Lone Soldier? If so, have you heard from them
about the challenges they face in Israel?

2. What do you think motivates Lone Soldiers to serve?

3. What challenges do you think they deal with?

4. What responsibility do you think the Israeli society in general,
and the IDF in particular, has toward Lone Soldiers?

5. Can you imagine yourselves serving as Lone Soldiers?

6. Do you expect Lone Soldiers to continue living in Israel after
completing their service? And what if they decide to return to
their home country?
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Hundreds of Thousands Took Part
in Pro-Israel Rallies around the World

Since the war began, hundreds of pro-Israel rallies have taken
place throughout the world. The largest was held in
Washington, D.C., where nearly 300,000 American Jews
gathered in November 2023, braving freezing temperatures to
stand together and declare their support for Israel.

Tens of thousands worldwide joined similar events — carrying
Israeli flags, chanting words of solidarity, and holding signs
with messages of encouragement and pride. Some came to
show support for Israel, others came to speak out about the
antisemitism and isolation they had experienced since the war
began, while many came for both.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think motivated so many people to show up at
these rallies?

2. Was this only about showing support for Israel,
something deeper happening?

3. Do you think there are risks in joining events like these? What
might they be?

4. What do you think are some of the tensions or complexities
when it comes to supporting Israel today?

5. Have you ever taken part in a demonstration for a cause you
care about? What was that experience like?

or was
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Israeli Teens Find Connection
at Jewish Summer Camps

For two consecutive summers, in 2024 & 2025, thousands of
Israeli teens — many of them evacuees from conflict zones in
Israel’s south and north — were welcomed by Jewish summer
camps around the world as part of the Campers2Gether
program. For these teens, it was a chance to breathe, play,
and connect with other Jewish youth their age after months of
trauma and uncertainty.

Jewish camps, donors, and philanthropic organizations
partnered with the Jewish Agency for Israel and Mosaic United
to make this happen. They came together to offer something
powerful: a break from fear, and a reminder that Jewish teens
everywhere are part of the same global family.

Discussion Questions

Why would a Jewish summer camp abroad want to host Israeli
youth?

How do you think encounters of this kind can influence the
sense of belonging and resilience of young Jews on both sides?
What challenges do you think arise when Israeli youth (who
may be coming from areas of active conflict, and sometimes
carrying trauma) arrive at a Jewish summer camp abroad?

At some summer camps that host Israeli teens, there’s been a
choice to keep conversations about the events of October 7 to a
minimum. What do you think about that? Why do you think
some camps have made this decision?
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Israel Fights the Rising Global Antisemitism

Since the October 7 attacks, many Israelis have become aware
of the surge of antisemitism across Jewish communities
worldwide and have chosen to step up and get involved.
Dozens of delegations of speakers, lecturers, and experts
traveled from Israel to deliver lecture tours, workshops, and
courses in numerous Jewish communities and university
campuses. Their goal was to strengthen local organizations
working in this field and to share knowledge and educational
materials aimed at helping Jews everywhere feel secure,
comfortable, and able to live with a sense of safety and peace.

In addition, in May 2024, the Government of Israel decided
that Jews around the world murdered in antisemitic attacks
would be officially commemorated by the State of Israel. This
will include the creation of a dedicated website and, at a later
stage, an official memorial to honor the victims.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think has led to the worldwide rise in
antisemitism in recent years?

2. How do you think this surge of antisemitism affects Jews
living outside of Israel?

3. How do you think the events of October 7 and the war
have impacted the level of antisemitism around the world?

4. s all criticism of Israel antisemitic?
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Thousands of Jewish Volunteers in Israel

During the war, thousands of Jewish volunteers came to Israel to
assist and support Israeli agriculture, hospitals, schools, and a wide
range of other institutions. Many of the volunteers arrived through
the organizations Taglit-Birthright Israel and Masa, alongside the
“Shoulder to Shoulder” initiative of AMI in partnership with the
Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, HaShomer HaChadash, and Leket Israel.

This shared volunteer effort highlights that the State of Israel is the
home of the Jewish People, and that rebuilding and strengthening
the country is a shared interest of Jewish communities around the
world and the State of Israel. Through this initiative, a sense of
mutual responsibility between Israelis and Diaspora Jews is
strengthened, as well as a shared sense of responsibility for the
Jewish People as a whole. During their work, volunteers are
exposed to the world of the “other,” including its complexities and
challenges.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think motivated these volunteers to come here during
the war?

2. What do you think they gained from this experience? What did the

organizations that hosted them gain?

Have you ever volunteered for a cause? If so, please share.

4, There are many Jewish and Israeli organizations that run volunteer
programs around the world, whether in developing countries or in
areas affected by disasters. What Jewish values do you think this kind
of volunteering promotes? Would you like to take part in an
opportunity to volunteer internationally?

5. Do you think there is a difference between volunteering for a Jewish
cause and volunteering for a “non-Jewish” cause?
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Global Jewish Giving: Rebuilding Israeli Lives

Following the events of October 7, Jewish communities around the
world raised more than 6 billion NIS (about 1.8 billion USD) to
support recovery, rebuilding conflict-affected areas damaged during
the war, and other aid. These funds helped tens of thousands of
families and soldiers whose lives had been shattered to rebuild and
move forward, while also enabling the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of many communities.

Many Jews living around the world felt a deep need to help and
support Israel. For most, the most effective way to do so was
through financial contributions — even when this support
sometimes came at the expense of addressing local community
needs and challenges, particularly in light of rising antisemitism.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jews from around the world choose to
donate to Israel rather than to local causes (such as securing
Jewish institutions, making Jewish education more affordable,
supporting those in need within the Jewish community, and
similar efforts)?

2. Do you see giving as a Jewish value? What about tzedakah?

3. Why should Jews around the world take part in rebuilding the
Israeli society? Isn’t this Israel’s responsibility?

4. Have you ever donated money to a Jewish cause? If so, share
your experience.

5. The State of Israel invests significant resources in a wide range
of projects across the Jewish world. What do you think about
this?
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Global Jewish Partnerships for Healing and Rebuilding

Since October 7, new connections and meaningful partnerships
have emerged across the Jewish world. One of the key endeavors to
grow out of this moment is the “Communities Together” initiative
of the Jewish Agency for Israel and Keren Hayesod, which connects
more than 30 communities in the western Negev and the north
affected during the war with Jewish communities around the world.
Jewish communities worldwide have supported the recovery
process of these Israeli communities and continue to assist
community leadership in addressing both immediate needs and
long-term challenges.

As part of forming these partnerships, the unique needs of each
community were mapped — from addressing emotional and social
needs to developing long-term educational, communal, and
leadership programs. A comprehensive “roadmap” was created to
provide an inclusive and holistic response to the affected
communities, with particular attention to the members of Israeli
communities impacted during the war. These partnerships foster
ongoing engagement, including reciprocal Vvisits, personal
connections between community members on both sides,
knowledge-sharing, online meetings, and more.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jewish communities around the world choose to
form partnerships with Israeli communities that have been affected
during the war?

2. Whatis the added value of such partnerships for each side?

What responsibilities do you think each side takes on?

4. How does an initiative like this make you feel?
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Global Jewish Support for Victims of Terror in Israel

The Fund for Victims of Terror, established by the Jewish
Agency for Israel in 2002 during the Second Intifada, provides
immediate assistance to victims of terror, with significant
support and funds coming from World Jewry. The Fund’s key
strength is its ability to deliver financial aid to families within
72 hours — often before official state support becomes
available - alongside ongoing emotional and practical
assistance.

Since October 7, the Fund has doubled the number of
beneficiaries and has supported the wounded, bereaved
families, evacuees, and all those affected from day one. Over
its 24 years of activity, the Fund has assisted approximately
23,000 Israelis.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jews around the world feel a
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Building Emergency Readiness Together

Meet the JReady Platform — the Jewish Emergency Network — a
practical and effective initiative designed to prepare Jewish
communities to respond to emergencies before they occur. As part
of the initiative, real-world knowledge is gathered from the field,
including case studies of actual crises, tools that have proven
effective in different communities, emergency protocols, and
accumulated insights. Through a single platform, communities are
not required to invent solutions on their own; instead, they can
learn from existing experience, ask the right questions at the right
time, and strengthen community preparedness in a deliberate and
structured way rather than through improvisation.

The initiative enables Jewish communities to connect with leading
experts and translates experience gained in Israel into the
communal realities of global Jewry. This connection supports
ongoing professional dialogue, shared thinking processes, and
simulations well before the next crisis. As a result, when an
emergency does occur, the community does not act out of
confusion or pressure, but from a foundation of responsibility,
leadership, and community resilience.

Discussion Questions

1. How do you think this project contributes to global Jewish
resilience?

2. This project offers an example of connection and collaboration
around responding to emergencies and violence targeting
Jewish communities. Why do you think it is often in moments of
crisis that Jewish communities across the world come together?

3. Are you aware of any instances in which Israelis stepped in to
support Jewish communities abroad during times of
emergency?
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Out-of-the-Box Solidarity

During the war, some people sought to think outside the box and
strengthen unity within the Jewish People in creative and
unconventional ways. The first project was initiated by Artists 4-
Israel, which created a project called “Healing Ink.” As part of the
initiative, a delegation of tattoo artists came to Israel, and helped
dozens of victims and wounded individuals soften and transform
scars of violence through body art, supporting a process of physical
and emotional healing.

The second project is called Planetherapy. This initiative was
founded by two Israeli women living in Spain, who, following
October 7, identified the urgent need for Israelis and Jews around
the world to speak with therapists and professional caregivers
about the challenges they were facing during the war. To address
this need, they established an online platform that enables 200
therapists to provide emotional support to Israelis and Jews
worldwide in 22 languages, responding to the challenges of rising
antisemitism and the distress created by the war.

Discussion Questions

1. What needs do you think these initiatives are seeking to address?

2. These initiatives attracted significant attention and left a lasting

impact on those who took part. In your view, what contributed to

their success?

Which initiative do you find more meaningful, and why?

4. If you were to launch a similar project tomorrow — one that connects
young Israelis with Jews around the world, a project that would
strengthen the global Jewish solidarity — what would it focus on, and
who would be its target audience?

5. Watch the short video (via QR code) about the Healing Ink tattoo
project. What emotions did it evoke for you? What thoughts or
reflections came up as you watched?
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IDF Delegations to Jewish Communities
Around the World

As part of the initiative: “All Jews are guarantors for one another”
(Talmud Bavli, Sh’vuot 39a), delegations of IDF majors embark on a
journey to meet Jewish communities around the world. The
purpose of these delegations is to deepen the connection with
World Jewry, strengthen the sense of belonging and personal
connection to the Jewish People, and gain a deeper understanding
of how the current war is affecting Israel-Diaspora relations, while
also identifying the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead in
this relationship.

During their visits, the officers engage with community members in
schools, synagogues, and various other institutions. These
encounters offer them a unique opportunity to learn about the
realities of living as a Jewish minority in non-Jewish societies and to
gain insight into the organizations and institutions these
communities have developed to address their specific needs. The
IDF delegations to global Jewish communities are a joint initiative of
the IDF Education Corps, the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, and AMI.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think is the value of such a project?

What do you think the participants gain from this experience?

3. Do you think participating in this delegation changes how
participants perceive their IDF service?

4. How do you think this delegation impacts the community it
visits?
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